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MINISTERS EASTER LETTER 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 

Who would have thought that following the first Zoom service I did on Easter 
Sunday last year that we would still be doing Zoom services 12 months later. It 
has certainly been a very difficult year in the life of our churches with not being 
able to worship and share fellowship together due to the Pandemic. It has also 
been a steep learning curve for many of us, learning how to use Zoom and other 
forms of social media in order to take part in the services and other activities but 
sadly this has not proved to be inclusive for everyone which is a great shame. 

The Easter story is about sacrifice during Lent, Joy on Palm Sunday, Confusion, 
Sadness and Suffering on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and then returning 
to Joy again on Easter Sunday as we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

our Lord and Saviour which gives us great Hope in the knowledge that Jesus is always by our side and He 
keeps the promises He made, unlike us at times in our lives. 

During lockdown people have experienced some of the same feelings especially if they have had 
Coronavirus, lost a loved one or not being able to see family and friends. I have been impressed by the 
stories I’ve heard from many of our members as to how they have coped with isolation and the things they 
have been doing to fill their time and/or making things to support the NHS and local community groups.  

People have been busy making masks for care staff, knitting squares for blankets, making bags for nurses 
and doctors to put their uniforms in after long hard shifts ready for washing or making Jigsaws in readiness 
for the postponed Jigsaw festival at Revidge Fold and delivering food parcels, Christmas boxes, newsletters 
and orders of service to members which have been well received and made a big difference in their time of 
Isolation, fear and uncertainty. 

Yes there have been very many negatives during the Pandemic but there have also been lots of positives 
and I believe that like the Easter story there will be Joy, Hope and Resurrection when we are able to once 
again gather together and that our churches and ourselves will be stronger than ever. Our buildings may 
have been closed but they have most definitely been alive in many ways, some we have not seen and 
others which have been more obvious. 

Obviously all of us can’t wait for the time when we can once again gather together for worship and 
fellowship and that day will come but it will be and feel very different for quite a while to come. In the 
meantime Lorraine and I thank you for all your support during the past 12 months and wish you all a very 
Blessed Easter. 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
The rains fall soft upon your fields and 

Until we meet again in person, 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

Happy Easter, Mal and Lorraine. 

MDB 
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East Lancashire Partnership Service 

on 

Maundy Thursday (1st April) 

at  

8.00 PM – 9.00 PM  

on Zoom 

Tenebrae is a very moving service of readings, prayers, 
reflection and music.  

It involves extinguishing candles one by one as Christ goes 
through His passion with His disciples on the night prior to His 

Crucifixion and includes communion. 
       (Hence the 8.00pm start) 

      All are welcome 

 

 

 



EAST LANCASHIRE MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIP
EASTER CELEBRATIONS 2021 ON ZOOM

GOOD FRIDAY

At 7.30 PM

Easter Sunday
At 10.30 am

Including Communion

For more information or to sign up please contact
Mal Breeze on 01254 674862 or email

malbreeze@me.com

Good Friday
Service

1st April At
10.30 am

A Time Of
Reflective

Prayer
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Live a Life of Integrity 

(taken from Proverbs Chapter 11 Verse 3) 

After leading the Nation of Israel for 40 years, the prophet Samuel didn’t get a retirement 

party and a gold watch.  He got something much better in the form of commendation: ‘You 

have not cheated or oppressed us’.  He led them, instructed them and blessed them but not 

one time did he take advantage of them. How refreshing and remarkable – particularly in 

today’s world of business and politics.  C.S. Lewis said: ’Education, as useful as it is, seems 

rather to make a man a more clever devil’.  So, before you set your goals, determine your 

values. 

Values are like guard rails on the motorway.  They keep you from veering off the road and 

over the edge.  They determine how far you’ll go on questionable issues.  Knowing what 

matters and what you truly value is the key to living a life of meaning and purpose. For most 

of us, the problem isn’t having values, the problem is living them out. 

We all value honesty, integrity and forgiveness but when we’re pressed, do we really live 

them out – especially when it costs us?  Pursuing a life of value comes with a price, but what 

we get in exchange is the ability to hold our head high during the day and sleep well at 

night.  And perhaps – just as importantly – it allows us to relax and be ourselves.  The 

mental toil of cheating, lying and stealing is draining.  Trying to remember the lie you told 

someone last week, so that today’s lie will match up, can literally wear you out.  When you 

live a life of integrity, you don’t have to worry about such things! 

(taken from UCB ‘Word for Today’ – July 2020)                                researched by Pat Tattersall 

                                

                            Spring has sprung in our gardens! 

 

 

Harold and his friend have been busy planting      The primroses and daffodils in Alwyn C’s             

bulbs in tubs!                                                                  front garden are blooming! 
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Chick Chick Chick Chick Chickens ! 

 

 

One hundred and nineteen chicks knitted for you by Anne, Elaine & Elizabeth. 

Sewing and finishing by Anne & Marion. Can you spot the camera shy chick? 

 

 

On one side of the bookmark is to be found an explanation of ‘The Meaning of Eggs 

at Easter’ shared by our Community Minister, Mal & his wife, Lorraine. 

On the reverse side is a Spring poem penned by Elizabeth. 

Plant the enclosed seeds and nurture them for a colourful display of God’s wonderful 

Creation. 
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REVIDGE FOLD RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES  
UPDATE 

SPRING 2021 
 
We started Zoom meetings last November with 10 Brownies, jointly with 
Revidge Fold Rainbows, otherwise I think we would have lost the girls and 
leaders, though we have lost one leader!  A number of girls didn’t want to do 
Zoom but we made it fun by playing games for those who did and we even 
made a mug cake in the microwave! 
 
With the new year and annual subscriptions due, I was pleasantly surprised 
when, word must have got round, those girls who hadn’t joined us, came on 
board resulting in us just losing 2 Brownies. 
 
January saw the girls making a hedgehog house, having had a volunteer from 
Chorley hedgehog rescue society talking to them about the care of 
hedgehogs the previous week. 
 
I was so proud last week when we had 17 brownies and 4 rainbows joining us 
on zoom.  The feedback from both the girls and their parents has been so 
positive and the girls were, apparently, very excited to receive their packs with 
the relevant craft materials enclosed. 
 
Our programme, till the end of April, is following Lancs East’s ‘Pack your 
Bags’ challenge which includes activities relating to all 9 World Guiding 
Centres.  Last Thursday the girls undertook challenges from ‘Our Chalet’ in 
Switzerland by making coconut pyramids, representing the Swiss Alps, and 
designing and drawing their very own Swiss Army knife whilst listening to 
some yodelling (not by me, I might add)! 
 
Next week we are visiting ‘Our Cabana’ in Mexico when the girls will make a 
sombrero from a paper plate, plastic cup (glued upside down onto the plate) 
with pom-poms decorated round the edge of the plate.  As chocolate 
originates from Mexico, they will be designing their own chocolate bar and 
wrapper. 
 
The benefit of doing Zoom is, as leaders, we don’t have any cleaning up to do 
and don’t have to turn out in all sorts of weather! 
 
Personally, I can’t see us having face to face meetings this side of Summer 
but we’ll have to see what happens. 
 
 
From all at 
 
Revidge Fold Rainbows and Brownies 
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An update from Revidge Fold Guides and 

Rangers 

In February 2020, a group of us joined five coach loads of 

Guides and leaders from East Lancs on a trip to Disneyland and 

Disney Studios near Paris. We had heard about Coronavirus in 

China and joked about staying away from the Chinese tourists 

while we were walking around the park and queueing for rides. 

Little did we know what a devasting effect this virus would 

have on the world and how it would change our lives.  

Only a few weeks later, our meetings were suspended and our 

trips, camps and holidays to Blackpool Pleasure Beach, 

Waddow, Poland and Malta were cancelled. Our plans for an 

adventure holiday in Norway were also put on hold.  

We set tasks for the girls to complete at home and by mid-April we were set up to meet 

weekly on Zoom (something I’d never even heard of before then!). Not all of the Guides and 

Rangers were happy to meet on-line so we sadly lost a few members, leaving around 12 

Guides and 6 Rangers attending virtually each week.  

Each term I have distributed bags containing resources and materials to 

support our programme which has included campaigning against 

balloon releases to protect animals and sealife, First Aid, money skills, 

and lots of activities and crafts to help us learn about festivals including 

Easter, Eid, Harvest, Diwali, Mexican Day of the Dead, Christmas and 

Burns Night. We are currently working towards a Lancs East County 

challenge badge which is all about Guiding around the world.  

We are looking forward to warmer weather and opportunities to meet together for some 

outdoor activities and adventure – something we have greatly missed during lockdown.  

We are also looking forward to getting together to celebrate some recent achievements. 

One of our guides, Alexa, has gained her Bronze and Silver Awards. I reached a milestone of 

30 years of guiding leadership , and Alison gave birth to a beautiful baby girl named 

Beatrice. The pregnancy was kept secret from the Guides who have only seen Alison from 

the chest up on Zoom and not noticed her growing bump. Their faces were a picture when 

Beatrice was introduced to them in January. She is now a regular attendee of our weekly 

meetings! 

 

Lynda Radcliffe 

Guide/Ranger Leader 
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ANOTHER LANCASHIRE QUIZ    
 

 
 
1. Where does the Duke of Lancaster normally reside? 
2. Which town claimed to be the first Fair Trade town in the world? 
3. Where was the first Roses cricket match played?  
4. In which town will you find Barracks railway station?  
5. Which football league team plays its home games at Highbury?  
 

6. What is the 4,440th highest peak in the British Isles?  
7. A short meeting was filmed at this railway station.  
8. Michael Tolkien, son of JR taught classics at this school. 
9. Where did James Hargreaves, the inventor of the Spinning Jenny live?  
10. What are the names of the two Merseyside tunnels?  
 
11. The main railway line from London to Glasgow is known as the West 
      Coast Line, but where is the only place you can actually see the sea  
      from it?  
12. What was the Pilling Pig?  
13. What connection has Preesal with Sierra?  
14. Napoleon 111 went into exile and died here in 1873. 
 
15. Thora Hird was born here.  
16. Who was defeated at the Battle of Preston in 1715?  
17. Where is the exact geographic centre of Great Britain said to be?  
18. Where is the smallest Norman Keep in the country?  
19. Where is the highest television transmitting antenna in the UK?  
 

20. Who "knighted" a loin of beef at Hoghton Tower in 1617?  
21. Where will you find the Ashton Memorial?  
22. Darwen Tower was completed in 1898 to commemorate what?  
23. Where has the Queen expressed a desire to retire to?  
24. Where is the oldest festival in Britain held once every 20 years?  
25. Which National Trust property is located in Padiham?   
 
 
All the answers are places in Lancashire. 
 
Struggling?? Turn to Page 11 for the answers. 
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REVEAL THE ANIMAL WORD GAME    

 

Change one letter to reveal a type of animal or bird! 

 

1.  MUFFIN    ___________________________ 

2.  BINGO    ___________________________ 

3.  BALL     ___________________________ 

4.  AWL      ___________________________ 

5.  CLOTH    ___________________________ 

6.  WISH     ___________________________ 

7.  DIG     ___________________________ 

8.  DEAL     ___________________________ 

9.  BOAT     ___________________________ 

10.   LOOSE    ___________________________ 

11.   OTHER    ___________________________ 

12.   TEAR     ___________________________ 

13.   HOUSE    ___________________________ 

14.   LEER     ___________________________ 

15.   LOW     ___________________________ 

16.   BOX     ___________________________ 

17.   MALE    ___________________________ 

18.   TILER    ___________________________ 

19.   NORSE    ___________________________ 

20.   SLEEP    ___________________________ 

      

Answers on Page 11.   
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WOW! 
We have been awarded this beautiful 

plaque. 
 

Find out more about it in our next 
‘Letters from Lockdown’   

 
 
 
 

 
 

ECO Friendly Household Tips 
 

As I am someone who really does want to make a difference and is very interested in creating a 
future that doesn’t exploit or damage the earth I checked out something that I have been 
concerned about for some time. 
 
DENTAL FLOSS!  We are all encouraged to use it daily to improve our dental health, but I have 
been worried that the little strands of plastic that we throw away could harm the environment. 
  
I was right! Most of the stuff we buy from chemists & supermarkets is non-biodegradable and 
harmful to marine life. – that’s the bad news!  
The good news is that there is biodegradable floss & pick sticks available and I have located a 
website that sells it on line www.wearthlondon.com 
The products come in fully recyclable / biodegradable packaging, and the used floss can be 
composted.  So now I can have healthy teeth and gums without feeling guilty about damaging the 
environment.  
  
I have also discovered an eco-friendly fabric conditioner “Botanical origin” to go with my 
“ECOVER” laundry liquid, and washing up liquid, all from Morrisons. 
 
They also sell eco-friendly cat litter made locally from wood waste. 
  
Oh yes, I also use a wonderful fairly-traded bar soap from www.onevillage.com. It’s made in South 
India from locally sourced natural products, contains no nasty chemicals, and comes in two lovely 
fragrances: Neem and Sandalwood. It gives a lovely rich lather and seems to last longer than 
cheaper alternatives. Again the packaging is paper, no plastic.  
They also make a soap dish from natural stone that is very efficient. The soap quickly dries out & 
doesn’t go soft & slimy. 

 
                           Every little thing that we can do to save our planet, helps!! 
 
  
                                                         Neville Hartley  (Westbury Gardens URC) 

http://www.wearthlondon.com/
http://www.onevillage.com/
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         IT DIDN’T SEEM REET – Anon                                                                               
(researched by Iris Gascoigne) 

 

Wen a fella cum walkin’ deawn eawr road, 

‘Is clogs went “er-clatt, er-clatt” 

An’ it struck mi, as Ah’d never knowed 

A pair o’ clogs t’seawnd like that. 

 

Soo Ah waited wile ‘ee getten close, 

Fer t’see wot wer th’matter, 

Clogs doant “er-clatt, er-clatt” tha knows 

Thi should guh “clatt-er, clatt-er”! 

 

Ah thowt, “Just wen’as passes mi 

Ah’ll ‘ev a looka t’greawnd, 

Cause Ah wer fair reet wonderin’ 

O’er th’reason feryon seawnd. 

 

Sos wen ‘ee sad, “Nah then theer”, 

Wen ‘ee passed mi I’ th’street, 

Ah looked, an’ does ta know 

Booath ‘is clogs wer on t’wrong feet! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancashire Quiz Answers 

1. Buckingham Palace.   2. Garstang.  3. Whalley   4. Burnley.  5. Fleetwood.   6. Pendle Hill. 

7. Carnforth.      8. Stonyhurst College.     9. Oswaldtwistle.     10. Kingsway and Queensway. 

11. Hest Bank.    12. Railway engine.     13. Salt mines.     14. Southport or Chislehurst.  

15. Morecambe.      16. Jacobites.    17. Dunsop Bridge.   18. Clitheroe Castle.   19. Winter Hill.     

20. King James 1.       21. Lancaster.         22. Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee.  

23. Trough of Bowland/Forest of Bowland.      24. Preston.      25. Gawthorpe Hall. 

 

 

Reveal the Animal Puzzle 

1. Puffin     2. Dingo     3. Bull     4. Owl      5. Sloth     6. Fish     7. Dog      8. Seal     9. Goat       

10. Goose     11. Otter    12. Bear     13. Mouse     14. Deer      15. Cow      16. Fox       17. Mole  18. 

Tiger     19. Horse      20. Sheep  
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Message from Lena and ColinTalbot                               
 
To all my friends at Revidge   
 
I'm not sure whether this will be in time to wish you a Happy Easter 
or not but, if so, I do send Easter Blessings and, if not, I hope you all managed to 
have a Happy Easter as we look forward to an easing of Lockdown. 
 
What I also want to say is a big Thank You for the lovely flowers I was given for 
Mothering Sunday - what a lovely surprise! I feel truly blessed that you still 
remember me. We really enjoyed the 'Christmas Goody Bag' too! Thank you again 
for that and it was a lovely surprise to receive the daffodils on Sunday, bringing a 
touch of Spring to the front window.  
 
Love and blessings to all, from Lena and Colin 
  

 

                                     TO ALL KNITTERS                                        

On behalf of Blackburn Inner Wheel, I would like to thank all who have been helping us by 

knitting during Lockdown. 

Your squares have been sewn together to make attractive blankets, and will be passed on 

when permitted, to International Aid. They will include them on the next lorry to go abroad, 

where they will be greatly appreciated. 

Some of you have also been knitting scarves (6 inches X 60 inches). The total measurements 

of the scarves we have received at the end of June will be sent to the project in Cumbria, 

where they are trying to knit enough scarves to cover the “Cumbrian Way” and then give 

the scarves to the homeless. We will keep all our scarves and continue knitting until 

October, when we will donate them all to a charity who will give them to the homeless in 

Blackburn.  Thank you once again for helping us.                                           Margaret Metcalfe 

 

REVIDGE FOLD CHURCH OPENS ITS DOORS AGAIN !! 

After many long months of our church being locked up, the Elders are hopeful 

that, if all goes smoothly with the Prime Minister’s plans, Revidge Fold United 

Reformed Church will open its doors for Sunday Worship  

as  from 13th June 2021 at 10.30am.  

Services may be shorter than we’re used to and Covid restrictions will most likely still 

prevail such as mask-wearing, social distancing etc.  Our other usual weekly activities will 

still be on hold but we’ll be able to meet in person from 13th June and give thanks to God.     
A warm welcome to you all. 
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Prayers   

 

Eternal God, 
whose Spirit moved over the face of the deep bringing 
forth light and life; 
by that same Spirit, renew your creation, and restore your image in your 
people. 
Turn us from careless tenants to faithful stewards, 
that your threefold blessing of clean air, pure water and rich earth 
may be the inheritance of everything that has the breath of life 
and one generation may proclaim to another the wonder of your works;  
through Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
in whom the fullness of your glory is revealed.   
Amen. 

Rt Revd Libby Lane 

Bishop of Stockport 
(formerly at St James’s Church, Blackburn) 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

 
Thanks be to you for the gifts you give me. 

For your eye watching over me, 
For your comforting arm around me. 

For each gift thanks be to you. 
The best gift is yourself to me. 

Traditional Celtic prayer 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Lord make me so sensitive to the needs of those around me 
That I never fail to know when they’re hurting or afraid.  
Or when they are simply crying out  
for someone’s touch to ease their loneliness. Let me love so much that my first 
thought is of others and my last thought is of me.      
Kevin Mayhew 


